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IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY BAR CODE

REGULATIONS: ISBT 128

In November 1994, the International Society of Blood
Transfusion (ISBT) adopted a new international stan-
dard for bar code labeling of blood and blood products.
The standard has gained international acceptance and
is now officially endorsed by the American Association
of Blood Banks and the American Red Cross. The bar
codes, called ISBT 128, replace the American Blood
Commission (ABC) Codabar system.

ISBT 128 bar codes look different from the Codabar sys-
tem, which is quickly becoming obsolete. Therefore,
hospitals and facilities that collect or accept blood or
blood products need to train their staff on the ISBT 128
bar code labeling system and develop standard operat-
ing procedures for the use of this system.

According to AABB Association Bulletin #05-12, "ISBT
128 ensures that all donation identification numbers
are unique. In addition, the labeling scheme includes a
center prefix so that a facility receiving a unit can easily
determine the collecting blood center. As a result of
international standardization, product codes can be
read and interpreted anywhere in the world. Unlike
Codabar, the product code structure is expandable and
able to accommodate new products. Perhaps most
important, ISBT 128 bar codes include check charac-
ters, which can be used to detect scanning errors."

All hospitals and facilities that collect blood and blood
components are expected to register with ICCBBA, Inc.
(formerly International Council for Commonality in
Blood Banking Automation) to obtain a Facility
Identification Number and be placed in the internation-
al database. These hospitals and facilities will also be
subject to an annual licensing fee.
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AABB has mandated ISBT 128 for all its member institu-
tions by May 2008.

For additional information, please contact your regional
blood center or ICCBBA, Inc.

Pennsylvania, USA Office
204 St Charles Way, Unit 179E
York, PA 17402, USA

717 845 4790

717 845 9727 fax

California, USA Office

1615 Orange Tree Lane, Ste 200
Redlands, CA 92374, USA

909 266 3140

909 266 1828 fax

Web site: http://iccbba.org/index.html

“ALL HOSPITALS AND FACILITIES
THAT COLLECT BLOOD AND BLOOD
COMPONENTS ARE EXPECTED TO
REGISTER WITH ICCBBA, INC,, TO
OBTAIN A FACILITY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER AND BE PLACED IN THE
INTERNATIONAL DATABASE.”
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For information about COLA services or for technical inquiries, call our Information Resource Center at (800) 981-9883.
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